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 Curiosity about the nature of reality is as 
old as Philosophy. Human mind with little 
reflection apprehend that whatever is 
overtly seen in the nature is not necessarily 
real. This type of thinking originated great 
ideas in different times in the history of 
philosophy and raises query about various 
problem of philosophy. The problem of 
change and permanence is one of them. 





 Parmenides was the disciple of Pythagoras. 
Later on he influenced by the ideas of 
Xenophanes. He established Eleatic philosophy 
on the basis of these ideas.  

 Our knowledge about his ideas and life is 
available from Plato’s famous dialogue 
Parmenides.  

 He wrote a treatise by the name of 
Philosophical Poetry reflecting his philosophical 
ideas. In its first part he propounded 
philosophical ideas and in the second part he 
condemned prevalent false opinions. 



 The Being is eternal, changeless and unborn. 
It is undivided since division makes it non-
existent. 

 It is motionless since there is no space 
outside it so that motion my be possible. 

 Whatever is not subject of thinking does not 
exist and whatever is not existent cannot be 
subject of thinking. 

 Thus Parmendies considered thought and 
being as one. Whatever is established is the 
being. 



 Long before Hegel, Parmenides established 
dialectical idealism. 

 According to him reality ahs reason though 
there is no sufficient evidence to believe that 
he considered mind as real. 

 According to him the being is eternal and 
infinite and may be imagined by reason. 
Change is not thinkable and therefore the 
changing world is an illusion. Here the ideas 
of Parmenides may be compared to those of 
Acharya Shankara in India.  



 On the basis of sense experience the truth 
cannot be known. 

 The sense organs should be controlled by 
reason.  

 Reason is the only instrument to know the 
reality. 

 Anything opposite to reason it an illusion, 
non-existent and cannot be being. Becoming 
has no existence. It is the subject of sense 
organs. 

 





 Heraclitus was born in 535 BC in Euphasus in 
Asia minor. He was contemporary of 
Parmenides. He was a powerful writer.  

 He did not try to give any proof for his  
statements but presented them as a prophet.  

 All his works are not available. Only some 
portions of his famous work ON NATURE are 
available which are connected with physics, 
ethics and politics. 



 The most famous philosophical problem of 
change was presented by Heraclitus in the Greek 
philosophy. 

 The problem of Becoming was discussed by the 
thinkers of eleatic school and Heraclitus thought 
they propounded opposite view point. 

 He maintained that change is the essence of the 
universe. Stability is an illusion and thought 
things appear to be stable externally but 
internally they are unstable and continually 
changing. 



 According to Heraclitus fire it he basic 
substance since it never rests and is 
continually moving. The fire is nit only the 
basis but it continually changes into things. 

 Fire is transformed into water, the water 
become the earth and the earth again 
assumes the form of water and then the form 
of fire. 

 All things of the world are made of union of 
contradictories. The universe is possible due 
to this contradiction. 



 The universe according to Heraclitus, is a 
continuous flux. He wrote, “In the same river 
we go down and we do not go down; for into 
same river no man can enter twice, ever it 
flows in and flows out.” 

 Like life and death there are contradictory 
elements everywhere in this world having 
intimate relationship. Every thing is a 
combination of contradictory tendencies like 
those of good and evil, love and hate, 
repression and expression etc. 



 The process of the world is not unsystematic. It 
is according to well established laws. Heraclitus 
has accepted the importance of faith and justice 
in the world system.  

 One thing is stable in the midst of change and 
that is he law of inherent change which is the law 
of things. Therefore the principle of reason works 
in the world. 

 The first principle is the life according to reason, 
man must understand it. Whether it is the 
conscious reason or impersonal reason, this 
cannot be said definitely.  



 Here we studied the problem of change and 
permanence according to two Greek thinkers. This 
also called as the problem of Being and Becoming 
in Western philosophy. 
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